
WHY VISIT

Houston is one of the most culturally rich destinations in the 
country, with more than 150 museums. In fact, it has an entire 
district devoted solely to these institutions of discovery and fun. 
Just southwest of downtown is the pedestrian-friendly Museum 
District, with 4 walkable zones connected by METRO light rail and 
BCycle stations, where more than 8.7 million visitors explore each 
year. The tree-lined neighborhood is home to the nation’s sixth 
largest art museum, The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, plus 
many free museums like The Menil Collection and DiverseWorks. 
There are even “free days” every Thursday at Houston Museum 
of Natural Science, Children’s Museum of Houston and more. 

From antiques and bargain hunting to designer labels and cool 
thrift store finds, there’s something to satisfy everyone’s sense of 
style in Houston. The quintessential Houston shopping experience 
begins at The Galleria, an international shopping destination that 
draws more than 24 million visitors each year. Bargain hunters will 
find exceptional discounts at Houston Premium Outlets, Tanger 
Factory Outlet Center, and Katy Mills. You can also find unique 
antiques, Houston specialties, and vintage finds among the shops 
of Montrose. One thing is for sure—you won’t leave Houston without 
a few new pieces for your closet and some incredible one-of-
a-kind souvenirs. 

Unforgettable events? Nobody does them better than Houston! 
With such a diverse community, you’re sure to find something 
new to try every weekend—from the world’s largest livestock 
show and rodeo every February to the way the art community 
shines every April during the Houston Art Car Parade. Experience 
the way the city celebrates the LGBT community every June during 
Pride Houston or the way its diversity comes to life during festivals 
celebrating cultures ranging from Greek to Caribbean to Armenian. 
When the holiday season rolls around, you’ll find a cozy place to 
try tamales, chow down on German Christmas treats, and even 
shop with a mimosa in hand at festivals that are sure to leave 
you merry and bright. 

Houston culture takes center stage. The sprawling downtown 
Theater District spans 17 blocks and has nearly 13,000 seats 
nestled amid the skyscrapers. Here, visitors and locals can enjoy 
a stunning variety of performing arts that might not be found 
anywhere else. Houston is one of only five cities in the country 
with permanent professional companies in all of the major 
performing arts disciplines—opera, ballet, symphony, and theater. 
Catch these shows at several premier theater venues, including 
Alley Theatre, Jones Hall, Wortham Theater Center, and Hobby 
Center for the Performing Arts—all conveniently located within a 
block of each other.
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